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Pastoral Reflections
The Reverend David F. Peters, Minister
It is a week after Christmas and we are all tired,
frustrated and looking for hope for a future free of
masks, isolation, hunting for at-home Covid-19 tests
and getting that message that tells you that someone
you were near a couple days ago has tested positive.
And we are saddened because we miss someone
special who died this past year and the holidays just
bring that absence to the surface. You may be
saying to yourself as you read this, wait… the
minister is feeling this way and he doesn’t have an
answer? What gives here?
Here’s what I think: maybe as we begin this year,
we should just sit and be. Be in the silence, or noise,
or panic that we find ourselves in and listen for the
voice of the one who came among us to share our
journey and remind us that we are not left to our
own devices; that we are loved and cared about.
It is important to sit and be as still, be comfortable
and listen…
In Christ’s spirit,
David

thank you
Christmas Fair
Once again, a great success thanks to everyone who
helped: organizers, workers, donators, shoppers,
cashiers, servers, decorators, those who helped to
set up and clean up. Too many to name and we
don’t want to leave anyone out… We cleared
approx. $10,000!
Thank you, thank you, thank you ONE AND
ALL!!
Santa Fund
Thanks to Diana deVries and Heidi Neff for
organizing the Santa Fund. Thanks to everyone
who bought, sorted and bagged gifts to deliver to
the New Milford Social Services Agency. We
collected over $200 for Christmas Meals and Books
as well as warm hats, gloves and socks. We are
happy to have helped make Christmas brighter and
more enjoyable for many families, thanks to your
spirit of giving.

Advent & Christmas Appreciation
Thank you
- to those who helped decorate the Meetinghouse
for the Christmas season including Bill Steers and

Rich Wilhelm for the window candles
- to those who read during the Christmas Eve
service. (Continued on next page)
(continued from previous page)
- to those families and individuals who lit the
Advent and Christ Candles
- to the cantors and soloists who sang so beautifully
- to Sandy Kleisner for all the extra efforts to
coordinate the music and rehearse.
- to Nancy Glover for all the behind-the-scenes
things that need to happen to have a successful
Christmas time.
- to those who donated poinsettias which decorated
the Meetinghouse
- to those who generously donated Christmas Eve to
the Minister's Discretionary Fund - used to help
those in need and for special ministry opportunities.
Especially we want to thank the anon. donor for a
$1000 match!
- thank you to Bruce Rossiter for working to have a
clean and attractive church and does some deep
cleaning while the building is not being used as
much. We appreciate all that you do behind the
scenes!
Christmas Caroling
- thank you to those who sang after worship
standing around a telephone in the Chapel Library
as we called a number of people and shared the
Christmas spirit. We have received a number of
notes thanking us for doing this and we even have a
video of Jean Neff at home singing along to our
caroling call!
In-Kind Giving
We are blessed to have a number of businesses who
help out the church by the donations of their
services or time. We would encourage you to
support these businesses as well as all of our church
member businesses. They include:
Earth Artist Excavation (Roxbury Garage – Sparky
Lowe and sons) who plow our snow
Kevin Dumas CPA – who oversee our financials
Frank White – who mows our lawns and cleans up
debris.
Lord Tree Service (Jonathan Lord) for doing tree
work around the property.

Also thanks to David Lincicome who brings the
church garbage to the transfer station each week.

Mission Presenter During Worship
We are happy to announce that we will have a
mission presenter during worship on Sunday,
January 16, Mr. Peter Kent of Danbury, President of
the Board at Daily Bread will speak about the latest
for our long-time partner.
A little about Peter: "Born and raised in England,
Peter graduated from Oxford University before
moving to America in 1984. After a brief stint
teaching at the University of Chicago Law School,
he practiced as a corporate lawyer for 30+ years
before retiring and taking up honest work
volunteering at Daily Bread. He has served as
President of the Pantry for just over a year.
Peter is married to a Rhodes Scholar, Episcopal
minister, and Chaplain (that's just one person 🙂)
and has two grown daughters."

Electronic Giving QR Codes

For offering or Memorials

Giving using Venmo

Church and Worship Guestbook

information
matters
A few ways to be informed about the life of your
church here in Roxbury:
Faith Matters

Our church newsletter is mailed monthly to those
who subscribe. Or you can pick it up in the Narthex
(entrance) or in Fellowship Hall. It is also available
at the Roxbury Market.
eFaith Matters

We send out an email each Monday with the latest
announcements, prayer requests and an inspirational
piece and a Call to Worship on Fridays. Subscribe
by sending an email to david@roxburychurch.org.

Light the Steeple in memory
Church Website

The Church’s website, roxburychurch.org, is chockfull of information and events. There are resources
for the journey of life as well as pictures of our
common life and links to related sites.
Facebook

Our church’s presence in social media is on
facebook.com/roxburychurch
Here you will find another source of information
and news as well as shared topics of religious and
spiritual interest.
Meeting Minutes & Reports Board

This special bulletin board is on the landing just
outside the Office Library area. On it are posted the
latest minutes and reports for all committees as well
as financial reports.
As always, if you are seeking some information,
please ask, as we strive to be as transparent and
open as possible.

The Steeple can be lit in loving memory of someone
or in celebration for a month, we ask for a donation
of $25 to the Memorial Fund, contact Rev. Peters to
make arrangements.

Scams are rampant
Especially among kind, generous people like you!
Some of these scams involve an email from the
minister or other church official looking for help or
donations particularly by buying gift cards.
Neither the Roxbury Congregational Church nor
Rev. Peters will seek contributions in this way. If
ever in doubt, do not click on any links and if you
want, phone Rev. Peters if you have any questions.
Sad that we have to even put this warning out there.

Social Media Links
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/RoxburyChurch
YouTube: https://tinyurl.com/RoxburyCyoutube
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/RoxburyChurch
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/roxburyucc

2022 Stewardship Campaign
You should have received in the mail your 2022
Stewardship Letter and Pledge Form. If you have
not already done so, please return your Pledge Form
as soon as possible so we can begin our planning for
the year. Much like your own household, we, as a
church, need to know what our budget will be for
the year. This is dependent on the financial pledges
of our congregation.
In order to carry out our work in the community, it
is vital that we have the necessary financial support
of each and every one of us. The Stewardship
Committee asks that you prayerfully consider your
contribution.
As with your household bills, the easiest, most
convenient way to contribute is by automatic
deduction from your bank account. This costs you
nothing and ensures the church a consistent cash
flow to pay our bills. It ensures that if you are
away, you don’t have to remember to write a check
or remember to place it in the collection plate, both
options if you choose.
If you haven’t made your pledge for 2022, please
consider it now. This is the only way our
congregation is able to carry out our mission and we
want you to be a part of it. Please speak Mike
Wilcox or Brian Neff if you have any questions.

2022 Offering Envelopes Available
Offering envelopes are available for those who wish
to use them. They are in a tray in Fellowship Hall,
numbered and with names on them. If you do not
see a box with your name, please take an unlabeled
box and add your name to the list provided next to
the number of the box you take. Any questions, see
Nancy in the office or speak with Rev. Peters.
Note from the Treasurer: please recycle any 2021
envelopes. Do not use them for 2022. Use only the
ones for 2022, otherwise, it leads to confusion.

Silver Lake
Camp and Retreat Center
Silver Lake Conference Center has changed its
name to Silver Lake Camp and Retreat Center.

Summer Conferences - 2022
Registrations open January 15th
Conferences fill f a s t ! - So plan now or you may
not be able to attend when or what you desire!
Save $50 off each summer registration made in the
month of January using code EARLY22.
Learn more about summer camp at Silver Lake,
view the 2022 summer brochure, and look through
the upcoming sessions
at https://www.silverlakect.org/summercamp
The Summer Conferences feature week-long
sessions for those entering grades 4-12 in the fall.
Also, there are Family Camps half-week sessions!
Silver Lake provides life-changing experiences of
God's love in creation!
Speak with Rev. David with any questions as well
to apply for a grant from the Church to go towards
the cost of a session at Silver Lake! The Camp is
American Camping Association certified.

Upcoming Events
Maple Sugaring Family Days
March 19, 2022
March 26, 2022
Silverlakect.org for more information
and registration.

Upcoming
Annual Reports Due January 15

If asked, please consider prayerfully as we strive to
fill these positions that expire at the close of
February 13th’s Annual Meeting.

The Annual Reports for 2021 for all standing
committees and officers of the church are due by
January 15. This is an important aspect of our
church governance process. The reports need to be
received in a timely manner in preparation for the
Annual Meeting on February 13.
Please email them to office@roxburychurch.org or
mail or hand deliver them to the office. Copies of
last year’s reports are available in the office if you
need them for reference. Thank you!

Annual Meeting February 13
Be sure to mark your calendar for our Annual
Meeting coming up on Sunday, February 13. This
is a time we hear the reports of the previous year
and the nominees for the various openings for the
officers and boards of the church.
At this time we are monitoring the status of the
pandemic as to whether the meeting will be held in person or on Zoom.

Nominees Sought
The Nominating Committee is working to identify
and contact people to fill vacancies on various
boards and committees of the church. If you are
called and asked to serve, please consider the
request prayerfully. You have been chosen because
you have characteristics appropriate to that position.
The boards and committees are important to the
mission of our church. Your dedication can make a
tremendous impact on the viability of this church.
If nominated, please make sure you understand and
are willing to undertake the duties of the position.
It may be helpful to speak with someone who has
already held the position to ascertain what is
expected and ensure that your time will be well
spent.
The 2022 Nominating Committee includes:
Chris Childs: cchilds287@gmail.com
Nancy Callahan rwncallahan@gmail.com and
and Sue Stauffacher susanjsta@yahoo.com

Mindfulness Meditation Group
Saturday mornings
Stressed?

Overwhelmed by the Pandemic?

Then you are invited to the Mindfulness Meditation
Group meets Saturday mornings 10:30 a.m. to noon,
on Zoom through January.
The Link to join is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/762243509?pwd=SkFGT
XlPSm5HZ1pMZnRMQ3NyZ2NrQT09
Mindfulness, according to Jon Kabat-Zinn, is
“Paying attention in a particular way: on purpose, in
the present moment and non-judgmentally.”
Mindfulness meditation helps people deal with the
stress of work or family, or simply the anxiety of
living in these troubled times. Some people come
to mindfulness practice to help with mental clarity
and focus or to improve their sleep. It has been
shown to be effective in preventing and treating
depression, increasing body satisfaction, and
reducing implicit age and race bias.
Contact Charlie Stauffacher for information at 860354-1274.

Roxbury Congregational Church
Relational Covenant:
Every one of us is an essential part of our church
community.
We will open our hearts and minds to one another.
We will let God’s love flow through us.
We will focus on God’s word.
We will speak honestly and respectfully.
We will speak to principles rather than
personalities.
We will seek to do God’s work.

who was vaccinated and contracted COVID-19.
While I love having you among us in person, if you
are uneasy about this or at-risk, we are asking you
to join us virtually for now until this rate of
infection subsides.

January Birthdays
3
4
8
8
14
21
23
25
25

Nancy Desmond
Brett Kibbe
Sandy Kleisner
Linda Ross
Jessica Dumas
Jordan Fredericks
Logan Racz
Jose (Friend of ChaCha Kansas)
Shawn Childs

Latest CDC and Health Department
Guidance
When we have in-person worship, we are requiring
all to wear face masks over their mouth and nose,
regardless of vaccination status, while in worship,
and as much as practical during fellowship hour.
We are also continuing to ask you to sign in upon
entering the Meetinghouse in case of contact
tracing, to use hand sanitizer, and to sit only in
"open" pews.
The positivity rate has increased and Roxbury's
surrounding towns have returned to the "Red" level.
CT COVID STATUS LINK
From Rev. David Peters:
Many are uneasy with the rising COVID numbers
again. I am hearing stories every day of someone

Preview of 2022
Calendar
All events listed are tentative as of 1/3/2022
– Others will be added
January 9
February 13
March 2
March 6
March 11
March 13
March 27
April 10
April 14
April 15
April 17
May 6
May 8
May 30
June 5

Epiphany Star Gifts
Annual Meeting
Ash Wednesday
First Sunday in Lent
Red Cross Blood Drive
Daylight Saving Time begins
One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Red Cross Blood Drive
Mother’s Day
Memorial Day Holiday
Pentecost Sunday

Not yet scheduled:
Rummage Sale – late May
Art at the Meetinghouse - June
Trivia Nights – late spring, mid summer, and mid
fall
Spring Church Picnic
Beef Barbecue – early August
Tag Sale – Late August

mission
matters
Opportunities to Share God’s Love…
Daily Bread Food Pantry
YES - items needed/wanted are: cereal (hot and
cold), pasta and pasta sauce,
canned veggies, soup, common
spices and condiments, coffee
(instant and ground) flour,
Hamburger Helper, cake mixes and
frosting, rice (white) and dried beans.
Items that are very popular and selected
immediately are: vegetable oil, sugar (white),
laundry detergent, and dishwashing detergent.
Other popular non-food items are: toothpaste,
tooth brushes, hand soap, shampoo, and feminine
hygiene products.
NO - Items NOT needed/wanted are: mac &
cheese, boxed milk, meat, canned tuna, peanut
butter, butter, eggs and stuffing mix.
The food pantry gets items from the CT Food Bank
(weekly delivery) that are on the NO list, so it is
best to donate items that are on the YES list.
In addition to the items mentioned above, clients
receive frozen meat, milk, eggs, and fresh produce
each time they visit. Currently three visits per
month are allowed, although no-one is turned away
without food if they are in need.
On another note, the client distribution days are
Tuesday and Friday, 9:30 – 11:00. About 30 people
are needed on client distribution days. There is an
in-place crew for distribution days, which is held
outside. If you’d like to help, there is always the
odd job that needs doing.
Donation days are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 11:30 – 1:30. If you would like to be a
receiver of donations at the Food Pantry, contact
Daily Bread’s Volunteer Coordinator Marybeth

Alpuche (mbalpuche@aol.com). If you’d like to
help, contact Marybeth at 203-482-2931 or simply
fill in the short form at
https/www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/volunteerapplication.
Our church has been wonderful at donating, so keep
donating - it goes to help those that may be food
insecure.
Sue Stauffacher
Shelter Breakfast Ministry
With the pandemic and the overnight shelter in New
Milford on a hiatus, the breakfast has been
suspended for the foreseeable future. If you are
willing to help out when they resume, please speak
with Charlie Meade, coordinator. The breakfasts
normally are served each Saturday and Sunday by
teams from our congregation or affiliated with the
Church.
Loaves and Fishes
Serving the Meal at Loaves and Fishes on
the fourth Wednesday of each month beginning at
3:00 p.m. at the Richmond Town Center in New
Milford. It is on the Green just north of the
Congregational Church. Parking is behind the
building. We need three servers each month to
prepare the meal and clean up afterward. Usually
out by 6:00 p.m at the latest. Please speak with
Mike Wilcox at 860-354-1274 if you are interested.
Next Loaves & Fishes opportunity is
Wednesday, January 26, 2022

Word & Sacrament for January 2022
Deacons of the Month: Mike Wilcox & Pat Fraley
First Sunday: Communion – Food Offering
Third Sunday –Faith Story
Fourth Sunday –Mission Highlight
Underlined scriptures are for Lay Readers
Worship is virtual only for month of January
Sunday, January 2
Second Sunday after Christmas
Epiphany Sunday

Psalm 147: 12-20
John 1: (1-9), 10-18
Reader: Joan Temple
Flowers:
Zoom Tech: Charlie Stauffacher

Sunday, January 30
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 71: 1-6
Luke 4: 21-30
Reader: Brian Neff
Flowers:
Zoom Tech:

2022 Flower Calendar
Sunday, January 9
First Sunday after Epiphany

Psalm 29
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
Reader: Autumn Collette
Flowers:
Zoom Tech: Barbara Cover

Sunday, January 16
Second Sunday after Epiphany

Psalm 36: 5-10
John 2: 1-11
Reader: Nancy Callahan
Flowers:
Zoom Tech:

The 2022 Flower Calendar is now posted in
Fellowship Hall. If you have a particular date/dates
on which you would like to place flowers on the
altar, please add your name to the calendar. Please
write clearly and add any memorial or celebratory
dedication you wish printed in the bulletin.

Parish Register
Birth
Congratulations to Ray & Patricia Fitch on the
birth of their granddaughter Lillian Elizabeth Fitch
to Lincoln & Jenny Fitch in late November.

Sunday, January 23
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Psalm 19
Luke 4: 14-21
Reader: Robin Stasko
Flowers:
Zoom Tech:

So Your Minister Can Help / Support
If you are hospitalized and desire pastoral
support, you or your family should notify our
minister of the hospitalization as soon as possible,
by calling 860-355-1978. With the new federal
regulations, he is not able to find this information
from the hospital.

receive a significant charitable deduction and the
capital gains tax is eliminated. Your trust can be
professionally managed.

Don’t just make a plan,
make a difference!
Your gift can create a lasting legacy
For over 200 years people like you have been
making bequests and life income gifts that have
helped generations of church people. Just like you,
shared God’s love to the Roxbury community and
the wider world. Perhaps this congregation has
made a difference in your life, provided important
support and comfort to a neighbor or friend, or
inspiration that led you to change your life.
Now you can honor that gift with one of your own.
By your charitable financial plans including the
church, you can make a difference in the future of
the church.

Charitable Lead Trusts
A charitable lead trust can enhance your ability to
make larger current gifts to the Roxbury
Congregation Church and you can preserve assets
for your family while still supporting the church.
You can also reduce your taxable income and your
estate tax.
Gifts of Life Insurance.
This can be done either by purchasing a new life
insurance policy or by contributing a policy which
you currently own, but no longer need.
Roxbury Congregational Church can be designated
as the beneficiary of the policy, while you retain the
right to change the beneficiary at a later date and
otherwise retain ownership of the policy.

Benefits
•
•

Your church budget is supported, much like major
universities, by using interest and appreciation from
their invested funds. This is only possible because of
the foresight of generous people, like you, adding to
the Invested Funds of the Roxbury Church.!

•

Types of Planned Gifts

•

Gifts through your will
The Roxbury Congregational Church can be named
as a beneficiary in your will and you can specify an
outright gift of cash, securities, real estate of
tangible personal property. If you estate is subject to
the federal estate tax, a charitable bequest can save
significant tax dollars.

•

Appreciated Stock
By making a gift of stock you receive an income tax
deduction and eliminate the capital gains tax.
Charitable Remainder Trust
You can use under-performing appreciated assets to
create steady income for the rest of your life. You

•

Tax advantages are substantial, especially on
appreciated securities and properties.
Total income, estate and capital gains tax
savings and the probate expenses savings
can come close the amount transferred.
Many giving options can assure you of
income for the rest of your life.
Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime.
You can modify your gift to a particular
agreed-upon purpose.
While unrestricted gifts allow the church to
allocate funds to areas of greatest needs, we
can also help you direct your giving to the
areas where you have the greatest passions.

By making a planned gift to the Roxbury
Congregational Church, your generosity will
live into the future and help ensure that this
tradition, this faith community, continues.
For more information, please contact Rev. David
Peters at the Church Office or speak with your
financial planning specialist. (We have a few within
the congregation.

Also Stew Leonard’s Cash Cards are available
from Ray Fitch only.

LaBonne’s Receipts

After starting the Cash for Causes program
here at the Roxbury Church and shepherding it
for many years, Heidi Neff has asked to step
away. We thank Heidi for the many years of
providing this easy way to support the Church!
We are pleased that Susan Zappulla-Peters
has agreed to step in and continue the
program.

A continuing thank you to everyone who
contributes LaBonne’s receipts to the church. This
has been an on-going source of revenue to add to
our mission funds. Please save your receipts and
place them in the wooden box on the table in
Fellowship Hall. Questions to Sue Stauffacher at
860-354-1274.

AmazonSmile
Do you shop on Amazon.com?

Retail Gift Cards
Cash cards make great gifts!
All you have to do is pick out
which cards you’d like
and Susan will order them for you.
A list is available of local retailers to choose from.
Some offer as much as 16 percent back for our
church! Talk to Susan after worship or call her at
860-355-8830 to get your cards.

If so, eligible purchases can generate 0.5% back to
our church. Go to smile.amazon.com to find out
more! There is also a link on the eFaith Matters
emails and the church’s website: roxburychurch.org

It is simply easy, and it only costs you the time it
takes to see Susan and purchase a cash card. No
EXTRA money!!
Example Your $100 gets you a full-value $100 card
- (church gets a %)
We have cards available most Sundays or in a few
days for: Stop and Shop, Big Y-& ShopRite-6%
Major Retailers including: LL Bean-16%, TJ Maxx
& HomeGoods-7%, Home Depot-4%, Cabellas11% Gap / Old Navy-14% and Restaurants, grocery
stores across the country...and many more.
See the Kiosk in Fellowship Hall for a complete
listing and contact Susan Zappulla-Peters at 860355-8830 or zappullapeters@mac.com to purchase
your card. There is also an online way to purchase
and make repeated purchases easy.

SERRV Shop
Looking to buy a unique gift and help others at the
same time? Try SERRV! Our shop is open each
Sunday after worship in Fellowship Hall with
affordable jewelry, handicrafts, candles, tea, soup
mixes and so on. Questions? Speak with Susan
Zappulla-Peters.

Church Newsletter Deadline for the February 2022 issue: January 15th
Leadership Listing
(All 860- unless noted)
Ministers: The Congregation
Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177
Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051
Treasurer: Dawn Collette, (203) 947-1098
Collector: Cathy Racz, 799-0180
Deacons: Mike Wilcox 354-8821
Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274
Stewardship: Brian Neff and Mike Wilcox
Missions: Barbara Biafore, 799-6501
Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484
Pastoral Relations: Pat Fraley 868-0051

Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher, 354-1274
Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823
Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297
Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529
Secretary/Newsletter: Nancy Glover, 355 -1978
Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040
Custodian: Bruce Rossiter
Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,
office: 355-1978 home: 355-8830
david@roxburychurch.org

Roxbury Congregational Church, UCC
24 Church Street
Roxbury, CT 06783
Return Service Requested
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NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2022
Worship – Sundays 10:30 a.m. in person & online
We Are A Community Seeking To Share God’s Love!
Worship on Zoom (link on church website) or Facebook Live (fb.com/RoxburyChurch)
No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here!

