
 

faith matters 
The Roxbury Congregational Church 

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
 

 
Vol. 279, Issue 5, May 2020 

        Church Office, 24 Church Street 
Roxbury, Connecticut 06783-1703 

Church Office:  860-355-1978  
e-mail:  office@roxburychurch.org

Church During a Time of Social Distancing 
 

From the beginning of the social distancing and the church building being closed for 

worship and meetings, I have been seeking to keep us as a church connected and to 

provide not only worship but continue to be a place where we can be together while 

socially distanced.  To that end, I have reached out to our vulnerable folks, and have 

been working my way through the membership list in a not so organized way. 

 

It is becoming clear that we probably will not be in the church building for worship until 

the summer. 

 

July 

If we are, indeed, not going to be back in the building for worship until at least July, a couple things come to 

mind. First, I was planning to take July off for vacation and August as another of my sabbatical months. I am 

thinking that I want to change that so that I am with you during July and then take August off for vacation. 

Pastors need to be with their people as they return to the building. We can social distance in the Meetinghouse. I 

have begun thinking about what that will look like. I am thinking that coming back will be slow without a lot of 

fanfare. I also think it is going to be important to be in the Meetinghouse when we come together. I am hearing 

a lot of folks pining for that. 

 

I have been approached about the possibility of us collaborating with Southbury UCC for July worship. Their 

interim pastor, Susan, needs to take some time off and they have begun discussions  with us about how that 

might look. For them it will probably be virtual, as their thinking is that their predominantly older population 

will not feel comfortable coming back into a building anytime soon. More details later – it’s really very early in 

the discussion. This could all change given the ever-changing nature of this pandemic. 

 

Sundays 

You note that I have been having the Zoom worship each Sunday with the virtual coffee hour afterwards. 

On the church’s web page I have researched and posted a number of opportunities for Christian Nurture. 

There are church school lessons for each week, a children’s bulletin geared to the lectionary, as well a number 

of bible study options. 

 

(more) 

Continuing Testament 
Extravagant Welcome 

Changing Lives 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@roxbury


 

 

Finances 

We have applied for the Payroll Protection Program thru the Small Business Administration. This would, if 

approved, gives us a forgivable loan of approx. $25,000 to offset employee pay. This would also help in the 

long-run to offset that fundraisers that we could not have happen this spring. Our offerings are coming in close 

to target, which is a relief. What is saving us is the electronic payment of pledges. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Faith Matters 
a Call to Worship 

Roxbury Congregational Church 

A congregation in the United Church of Christ 
Roxbury, Connecticut  

 
 

10:30 a.m Worship  
online viewing through Zoom 

Join on roxburychurch.org website 
Virtual Coffee Hour after - so have your cup of 

coffee handy! 
 

See you at church 

Rev. David 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Nurture 
We are looking at ways to have times of Christian 

Nurture for our children and adults. There are 

bible study resources for home study on the 

Church’s website. www.roxburychurch.org 

 

Virtual Office Hours 
On Wednesday mornings at 11:00 a.m.I am 

offering fellowship and check-in time on Zoom. 

The link to join is in the Monday eFaith Matters. 

 

Outreach 
The Deacons and I are reaching out to members to 

check in and offer any assistance that might be 

needed. We ask that you consider doing the same 

with fellow church members and neighbors 

particularly, the older and health compromised 

population. If you do, please mention that you are 

calling as a fellow church member. It is important 

that you bring that perspective and the church’s 

sincere concern. 

 

Committees 
Committee meetings including Council, Deacons, 

Trustees and Mission have moved to the online 

platform. 

 

Building Use 
The building remains closed for all gatherings, 

meetings and programs for the foreseeable future. 

A special thanks to custodian Bruce Rossiter for 

helping with a deep clean of the carpets during 

this time! 

 
Lay Readers 
You are invited to sign up to be a Lay Reader for 

our online Sunday services.  All four Sundays in 

May are open.  Please email Rev. Peters and let 

him know you are willing. 

  

http://www.roxburychurch.org/


 

 

Resources 
An important and Helpful Note: 

The best source of up to date church information 

is either the church’s Facebook Page 

(www.facebook.com/RoxburyChurch  

Or the church’s webpage: 

www.roxburychurch.org. 

Our conference also has a variety of resources 

including Resources for Children, Youth & 

Families as well as outreach ideas on their 

website, www.snecc.com 

 

The staff continues to work although some 

remotely. They are available by phone or email. 

 

David Peters  david@roxburychurch.org  Cell for 

urgent matters: 203-770-6721 

Sandy Kleisner sandy@roxburychurch.org 

Diane Meade diane@roxburychurch.org 

Nancy Glover office@roxburychurch.org 

Bruce Rossiter 
 

Please note that both Sandy and I are getting a lot 

of emails, calls and demands upon our time. So 

please be patient and we will get back to you.  

Remember that God loves us and is with us in all 

seasons of life. We will get through this with 

patience, love and grace. 

 

You all remain in my prayers,  

Peace,  David 

 

 

An Urgent Need! 
 

Daily Bread Food Pantry in Danbury, one of our 

mission partners is experiencing a surge in clients 

seeking food because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What was less than 100 guests per day is now 

more than 200! 

How can you help?  Next time you go to the 

grocery store, please pick up an extra bag of basic 

food items and drop them off in the Church 

Narthex (inside the front doors, which are always 

unlocked) and leave them on the cart there.  Our 

team, headed by Sue Stauffacher, will bring them 

down to the Pantry. 

Non-perishable items needed: canned tuna, peanut 

butter, black beams, kidney beans, rice, pasta, 

tomato sauce, canned fruit, canned vegetables. 

Other ways to contribute include the donation of 

gift cards and cash.  Donations are going to 

continue to be vital as supermarket demand stays 

high throughout the next months combined with 

wide-spread loss of income. 

 

A Prayer For These Days… 

 

Holy God, every present with us, we are 

mindful of these times in which we live. 

Uncertainty, anxiety, and fear are 

present among us as we listen to and 

care for one another in these days. We 

ask that your peace and healing 

presence be with us, as we pray for and 

hold each other in love. We ask your 

guidance and direction as we live out 

your command to love one another as 

we are called to love you. In the name of 

the one who has called us and prepared 

us for these challenging days, we pray. 

Amen. 

(by Rev. Donald Remick) 
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Rummage/Bake Sale  
Date Change  
 

NEW  -  Friday, July 17, 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. and 

Saturday, July 18, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. are the 

dates of this year's Rummage/Bake sale.  The 

dates have changed due to our current health 

situation. 

 

I'm trying something new this year.  Many 

churches have more than one day for their sales. 

 They report that this is profitable in that they get 

more people, sell more stuff, and have less left 

over.  Sounds good to me, so we'll try it and see 

how it goes.  Of course, it means more workers, 

such as cashiers, baggers, etc.  Please say yes 

when I ask you to help.   

 

Last year we changed how we accept clothing. 

 Clean, good condition clothing must must be 

brought either on hangers or folded in boxes.   It 

worked well, better quality clothing and less of it 

as we won't take anything in plastic bags or 

garbage bags.  This makes it much easier for our 

workers and will ensure the quality and selection 

of donations.  Also, clothing donations will not be 

accepted after 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 16th. 

 This time could change if we run out of room. 

 

Other items we would love to receive 

are household/kitchen items, garden equipment, 

tools, small furniture, small appliances, books in 

good condition (novels sell the best), linens in 

good condition, etc.  Please be sure everything is 

clean and in working condition.  We do not accept 

electronics, TV's, exercise equipment, sports 

equipment, baby equipment, textbooks, luggage, 

computers older than 5 years or non-working 

items.   

 

You may bring your items beginning Sunday, July 

12th after church.  Early in the week is better for 

our workers.  Nothing will be accepted after 3:00 

p.m. Thursday, July 16th. 

 

Please bake as people love our bake table goodies. 

  

If you have questions, please call Sue Stauffacher 

at 860-354-1274 before 8:00 p.m.  There will be a 

signup sheet on the Opportunity Table just 

waiting for you to volunteer your time.    

Thank you, 

Sue 

 

 

May Birthdays 
4 Jacob Collette 

19 Autumn Collette 

19 Rebecca Mulhare 

25 Charlie Meade 

27 Pat Fraley 

 

 

Deacons of the Month 
May: Ray Fitch & Diane Meade 

 

 

 
 

Offerings & Pledges 
It’s vital that we keep our financial stabilty while 

the church building is closed.  If you normally 

give on Sundays by way of the collection plate, 

please considering mailing in your donations, 

pledges or gifts or, even better, set up an 

automatic electronic deduction through your bank.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Church Projects and Enhancements 

Going a little stir-crazy?  Have cabin fever?  Here 

is a way to get out of the house and safely help 

out your church!  You are invited to take on one 

of these projects: paint rear balcony ceiling in 

Meetinghouse; replace rotten facia boards, front 

of parish house; change air filters throughout 

building; patch driveway pothole; plant flowers 

on parish house side of building. Thanks to Pat 

Fraley, Mike Wilcox and Ray Fitch for taking on 

several projects.  There is a link available on the 

church’s web page where you can sign up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Support 
Always know that I am available to talk by phone 

or email, whatever is most comfortable for you. 

Email: david@roxburychurch.org 

Cell: 203-770-6721 

 

Cash for Causes 
Remember our Cash for Causes program is 

ongoing.  You can purchase cash cards for use at 

retail stores such as Stop & Shop, Big Y and 

ShopRite and also use them online. You can make 

your own shopping easy and generate income for 

the church at the same time.  Contact Heidi Neff 

at 860-354-3177. 

 

(See also the Shopping with Amazon Smile link on 

the church website to donate to the church when 

making online purchases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid , for I am your God; I will strenghten you, I will help you.  I 

will uphold you…”  Isaiah 41: 10 

Leadership Listing 
(All 860- unless noted) 

 
Ministers in the World: The Congregation 

Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177   

Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051  

Treasurer: Cathy Racz, 799-0180 

Collector: Heidi Neff 354-3177 

Deacons: Michael Wilcox 354-8821 

Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274 

Stewardship: Colby Kalisher, 355-8012 

Missions: Barbara Biafore,799-6501 

Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484 

Pastoral Relations:  Colby Kalisher 355-8012 

 

 

Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher 354-1274 

Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823 

Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297       

Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Nancy Glover ,  

                                        355 -1978                        

Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040 

Custodian: Bruce Rossiter  

Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,    

        office: 355-1978     home:  355-8830  

          david@roxburychurch.org 
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Roxbury Congregational Church, UCC        

24 Church Street           

Roxbury, CT 06783                     

                       

Address Service Requested 
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NEWSLETTER – MAY 2020 

 

Worship – Sundays 10:30 a.m. online 

See our website! 

 

“We Are A Community Seeking To Share God’s Love!” 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are On Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 
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