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Church During a Time of Social Distancing 
An Update 
 

As many of you are aware, our church leadership has decided to continue to suspend in-

person worship through the end of June and to re-evaluate on a month-to-month basis.  

There has been some disappointment with this decision, however, it is based on the 

welfare of our church and our individual members.  This isn’t about politics or about 

constitutional rights.  It’s about our continued health and safety as we go forward as the 

body of Christ. 

 

Be assured that, as your pastor, I am constantly assessing local, state and federal 

guidelines as well as the recommendations of our United Church of Christ conference, who’ve recommended 

not holding worship, even outdoors until the end of the summer, and exploring ways that we can be together 

and carry on in these times of isolation and social distancing.  I am constantly evaluating ways to modify how 

we worship together and continue to have discussions with our Church Council and our Deacons about ways for 

us to remain connected and reach those who need our help.  I’ve been amazed and gratified at how responsive 

people have been in this effort.  It’s been especially wonderful seeing those of you who stay for virtual coffee 

hour after Sunday services on zoon when we share with one another, as with virtual office hours on Wednesday 

mornings.  These are the high points of my week, and I’m sure for others of you. 

 

I agree that resuming in-person worship at this time would be detrimental.  It has been shown that being inside a 

building with other people for an extended period of time it different from running briefly into the grocery store. 

Outdoor worship is not the easy solution that one might think. There are risks there as well.  I don’t want us to 

be one of the churches where people gather too early, and, even with guidelines in place, get sick, and even die.  

This is a virus passed from person to person through the air and on surfaces.  As Christians, it is our 

responsibility to self-regulate to protect one another.  We must persevere, have patience and trust that 

eventually, hopefully, and with care and concern for one another.  I care about each and every one of you 

deeply.  You are in my thoughts and prayers daily.   

 

Once again, I want to thank you for your grace and support as we journey together in these days and weeks in 

new ways. 

David 

Continuing Testament 

Extravagant Welcome 

Changing Lives 
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A Call to Worship 

Roxbury Congregational Church 

A congregation in the United Church of Christ 
Roxbury, Connecticut  

 
 

10:30 a.m Worship  
online viewing through Zoom 

Join on roxburychurch.org website 
Virtual Coffee Hour after - so have your cup of 

coffee handy! 
 

Zoom Worship Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/623572023?pwd=SjBxelI1b3BQZ

mRjTmM3alc0QnE0dz09 
 
 

See you at church 

Rev. David 

 

 
Sunday, May 31st  is Pentecost Sunday. 

 
You are invited to wear something red! 

 
***** 

Your participation as a Lay Reader is always 
welcome – and appreciated. Please contact 

Rev. Peters. 
 
Note: you don’t have to have a computer to 
participate in Sunday services.   
You can join by phone by dialing +1 646 558 
8656 (New York) and enter the meeting ID 
623572 023 and Password 718688.  Mute 
your phone if possible.  Press *6 to unmute.  
You will not be charged for the call. 
 
If you know of someone who doesn’t have a 
laptop or tablet to view Sunday worship or 
receive emails, please let David know.   If you 
have a laptop, iPad or tablet with a camera 
that you aren’t using and wish to donate, 
please contact Bill Chin at 
softwarematters@gmail.com 

***** 
For the latest information and resources 
during these days, go to the COVID page: 

https://www.roxburychurch.org/covid-19.html 

 

The Strengthen the Church offering, this 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 

 

As we continue to explore new ways to be the 

church that people want in this time, your support 

of the Strengthen the Church offering on May 31 

is now needed more than ever. The Strengthen the 

Church offering builds up the United Church of 

Christ by providing the financial resources to be a 

Spirit-inspired and world-changing Christian 

movement. Funding supports leadership 

development, new churches, youth ministry, and 

innovation; all strategies needed as we work 

through this current challenge and beyond. 

Conferences and the National Setting equally 

share the gifts given by members and friends 

through their local congregations. 

Checks can be sent to the church with 

“Strengthen” in the memo. 

 

 

Greetings from the Deacons Team! 

Caring Connections 

Our deacons have been reaching out to church 

members by way of telephone calls these past 

couple of weeks.  The idea is to say hello and 

check in to make sure people are ok and to find 

out if there’s anything they need by way of 

assistance and to let them know the church is here 

for them and cares about their welfare. 

 

We ask that you consider doing the same, with 

neighbors, particularly the older and health 

compromised population.  

https://zoom.us/j/623572023?pwd=SjBxelI1b3BQZmRjTmM3alc0QnE0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/623572023?pwd=SjBxelI1b3BQZmRjTmM3alc0QnE0dz09
mailto:softwarematters@gmail.com
https://www.ucc.org/stc?e=e12efedaaa715b91eb9b9dccb88bb25d&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=strengthen_the_church_traci_b&n=1
https://www.ucc.org/stc?e=e12efedaaa715b91eb9b9dccb88bb25d&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=strengthen_the_church_traci_b&n=1


 

 

 
  



 

 

Outreach Project to Nursing Homes 
 

Ray Fitch and Sue Stauffacher have been 

coordinating a project o support two New Milford 

nursing homes, the Village Crest Nursing Home 

and the Candlewood Valley Care Center.   

 

Village Crest Nursing Home could use the 

following items: 

- Large print (if possible) crossword puzzle and 

word find books 

- markers 

- coloring books (can have some pictures already 

colored) 

- crayons (can be loose or in boxes) 

- mechanical pencils 

- small jigsaw puzzles 

- DVD's - funny, family, etc.  No violence 

- CD's - 50's to 70's music 

- prayer books, inspirational books, poems 

 - These items can be gently used as well as new 

ones. 

 

Candlewood Valley Care Center only wants items 

for outside resident's windows. 

This may be solar light or decorations. Ray is 

collecting flower pots for plantings to be placed 

outside the windows. 

There is a basket in the Narthex to receive these 

donations. 

 

A recent note we received from Candlewood 

Valley: 

 

Dear Reverend Peters and the Mission 

Committee, 

Thank you so very much for your flowers and 

spring cheer you’ve donated to our residents at 

Candlewood Valley Health & Rehabilitation in 

New Milford.  It truly lifts everyone’s spirits and 

brightens our day.  God bliss you all! 

- All of us at Candlewood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-Scheduling of Fund Raisers 
 

All fund raisers including our Rummage/ Bake 

Sale, Art at the Meetinghouse Regional Art Show 

and Sale, Trivia Nights, and Beef Barbecue have 

been cancelled for this spring and summer.  We 

hope to re-schedule some of these events for the 

fall, but have yet to do so at this point. 

 

As far as the Rummage/Bake Sale, organizer  

Sue Stauffacher says, “It looks like our 

Rummage/Bake Sale that was re-scheduled for 

July 17 & 18 is on hold for the time being.  As 

I’ve said before, “the dates may change, but it will 

happen.  The only question is when.  We’ll have 

to wait and see.   

 

So, please hold on to those items such as 

household/kitchen items, garden equipment, tools, 

small furniture, small appliances, books in good 

condition (novels sell the best), linens in good 

condition, etc.  Please be sure everything is clean 

and in working condition.  We do not accept 

electronics, TV's, exercise equipment, sports 

equipment, baby equipment, textbooks, luggage, 

computers older than five years or non-working 

items and clothing.”    

 

Paper and plastic bags as well as bubble wrap can 

be brought to the church and placed in the closet 

across from the men’s bathroom (or left inside the 

Narthex, which is always unlocked) for future use. 

 

 

Opportunities available  
 

The Daily Bread Food Pantry team, which 

distributes food one Monday - one a month 

(approx. 9 am - 12 noon), needs some more 

volunteers on the list to draw from. 

If you are available or have questions, please 

speak with Sue Stauffacher at 860-354-1274. 

 

The number of households visiting Daily Bread 

have more than tripled in recent weeks. It has 

been enormously challenging to keep their shelves 

stocked.    

 

You can help! 

Next time you go to the grocery store, please pick 



 

 

up an extra bag of basic food items and drop them 

off in the Church Narthex (front doors always 

unlocked) and leave on the cart there. Our team 

will bring them down to the Pantry. 

 

Items needed include: 

Non-perishables: canned tuna, peanut butter, 

black beans, kidney beans, rice, pasta, tomato 

sauce, canned fruit, canned vegetables 

 

Financial Gifts are much appreciated as well. 

Checks can be made out to RCC and Daily Bread 

in the Memo. 

 

Serving the Meal at Loaves and Fishes  

on the fourth Wednesday of each month 

beginning at 3:30 p.m. at the Richmond Town 

Center in New Milford. It is on the Green just 

north of the Congregational Church. Parking is 

behind the building. We need three servers each 

month to serve the already prepared meal and 

clean up afterward. Usually out by 6:00 p.m at the 

latest. 

 

Our next opportunity is 

Wednesday, 

June 24, 2020 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for These Days 

  

Holy One, for the wonder and beauty of spring 

and for the promise of new things to come, we 

are grateful.  Be in our growing and 

accompany us in this time of change. Be in our 

knowing and in our questioning as we discern. 

Be in this time of tension and creativity.  Be in 

the moments of lament and discovery. Be in 

every moment of our lives of service to you and 

your people. In all things, Be. Be with us. Be 

our guide.  

Enable us too, to simply be.   Amen   

 

 
Mindful Meditation goes Virtual! 

Note: Special Opportunity this Saturday 
 

Your host, Charlie Stauffacher invites you this 

Saturday as we are going to join Pastor Cheryl 

Anderson's group in Portland, ME via Zoom. 

 

Cheryl's topic is “Grateful Heart, Joyful Heart.” 

 She asks that each day we write down 3 things 

we are grateful for that day.  

On Saturday we will be able to share 

our thoughts.   

Her group meets from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 

May 30 only.  

 

After Cheryl's session closes, we will continue 

briefly in our group. 

 

The link for Cheryl's session at 10:00 is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/503747977 

Meeting ID: 503 747 977 

 

 

The link for our session at 11:00 is  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/762243509?pwd=SkF

GTXlPSm5HZ1pMZnRMQ3NyZ2NrQT09 

 

 

Meeting ID: 762 243 509 

Password: 107906 

 

 

One tap mobile is the same for both 

Dial 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

 

https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=745fc022ce&e=7fc903a7e1
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=fdced80955&e=7fc903a7e1
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=fdced80955&e=7fc903a7e1


 

 

 
 

 Thursday Church Tour 

A new feature! Each Thursday, David will 

record a video from a mystery location on the 

Church campus. Try to guess where he is this 

week and click on the link below to see and 

hear about that place and what it could mean 

for you! 

This week's video: 

https://tinyurl.com/RoxburyCyoutube  

 

(This is on our Church's Youtube Channel) 

Handy Helpers 

 
 

A big thank you to Mike Wilcox and Mark 

Wolmer for scraping the handicap ramp and 

preparing it for painting. 

 

You, too, can get out of the house and help with 

projects around the church!  We supply the tools 

and materials; you supply the elbow grease!  

Responsible social distancing included.  See our 

website for the link with list of projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources During Social Distancing  

 

Adult Study and Bible Study Online 

If you wish to participate in an at-

home independent bible study there are 

a few Bible Studies, as well as some 

reflection and meditation resources, 

which can be found here: LINK  

 

Children's Resources 

We have posted a number of resources 

for children for Christian Nurture 

They can be found here: LINK 

  

 
  

If You Are Having A Tough Time 

You Are Not Alone... 

A Listing of Regional Mental Health 

Resouces 

 

Need some help with dealing with the 

isolation of COVID-19 

check this out from Psychology 

Today:LINK 

  

 
 

Support from the Pastor 

Always know that I am available to 

talk by phone or email, 

whatever is most comfortable for you. 

 

email: david@roxburychurch.org 

Cell: 203.770.6721 

  
  

 

https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=3cf5cb493c&e=7fc903a7e1
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=6d592ff732&e=7fc903a7e1
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=861aeec1fb&e=7fc903a7e1
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=861aeec1fb&e=7fc903a7e1
https://roxburychurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab74e5e55e9a14a396b5d0af&id=002aec67ea&e=7fc903a7e1
mailto:david@roxburychurch.org


 

 

 

From the Silver Lake Registrar 

Dear Friends,  

  

Over the past few weeks, the Silver Lake year-

round staff has been hard at work putting together 

our Silver Lake at Home program. Thank you to 

all those that responded to our 2020 Summer 

Survey. Those responses helped shape the 

conversation and creation of the programs we 

have developed.  

  

For 2020, Silver Lake at Home will focus on the 

four Silver Lake "Loves": Love God; Love Your 

Neighbor; Love Yourself; and Love Creation. 

This four-week program has a number of options 

so that you can customize an experience that is the 

best fit for your family.  

  

Some options have a small cost attached; some 

are free. Some options include in-person (or in-

Zoom) gatherings; some are self-study programs 

you can do with your family. Do as much or as 

little as you like!  

  

For the paid offerings, registration is required 

through our traditional registration system, 

UltraCamp: www.ultracamp.com/clientlogin.aspx

?idCamp=399&campCode=slc   

________________________________________ 

Thank You for Your Donation! 
Mark Kaufman and his wife Janet Wong, recently 

moved to Maine. While we will miss his 

contributions to the life of our church, particular 

with our youth and music, we want to thank him 

for the donation of a wonderful musical keyboard 

for Sandy and the Music Ministry to use. He also 

donated a few music stands as well. 

 

Thank you, Mark for your time with us and for the 

ways you helped this church to reach out to our 

community youth and through such events as 

Holy Java! Coffeehouse. Godspeed to you and 

Janet. 

  

 

Registration opens Tuesday, June 2  

 

Program Dates:  

Week 1 - July 6-10: Love God   

Week 2 - July 13-17: Love Your Neighbor   

Week 3 - July 20-24: Love Yourself   

Week 4 - July 27-31: Love Creation  

  

For additional details about the variety of 

programs we have planned, 

visit www.silverlakect.org/silver-lake-at-home  

  

We are excited to be able to offer you these Silver 

Lake at Home programs, and bring you a slice of 

Silver Lake community at a distance. Remember 

you are not alone, and God loves you just as you 

are, even when you are staying safe at home out 

of the physical presence of your friends and 

your Silver Lake family. We look forward to 

connecting with you this summer, and for many 

seasons to come!  

  

Peace,  

Ruth Choate ,    Administrator and Registrar  

  

Though we are apart, our faith keeps us 

connected, and Silver Lake is dedicated to 

continuing to nurture our faith community 

throughout the summer and beyond. We need your 

help to make that commitment possible. Your 

support enables us to continue to offer faith 

exploration and spiritual renewal for the 

thousands of people who participate in summer 

camp programs and retreats each year.  

Support Silver Lake 

here: www.silverlakect.org/donate-now   

https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!EVIwZwvjvK9ZBYwvldPkD3lLn56Z+hw1R-uJMNvBN+UAPDcxvtylW+Y-U9OywcDuM
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!EVIwZwvjvK9ZBYwvldPkD3lLn56Z+hw1R-uJMNvBN+UAPDcxvtylW+Y-U9OywcDuM
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!JuDCeAI9nNoy4a6Bs52X6nvXnwhrj2f4PwHfs9TQlrccnNfUxMwUk0A8+ZmTkKnbw
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!BNbQGZJJPHwAqQSoshbxO0EuYlwzYunoIqDQjvOQrkgYRQpDonT-ezAogbHkQULtw


 

 

June Birthdays & 
 Anniversaries 
4 David Lincicome 

9 Steve Ross 

12 Kevin Dumas 

14 Diana Dumas 

16 Michael Temple 

16 Barbara Biafore 

23 Barbara Cover 

28 Des & Nancy Desmond (A) (1961) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Financial Update 
Offerings & Pledges 
It’s vital that we keep our financial stabilty while 

the church building is closed.  If you normally 

give on Sundays by way of the collection plate, 

please considering mailing in your donations, 

pledges or gifts or, even better, set up an 

automatic electronic deduction through your bank.   

 

Payroll Protection Program – forgivable loan 
The church was notified that we are approved for 

a Payroll Protection Program forgiveable loan.  It 

will go toward covering the payroll of our staff for 

two months.  If we strictly follow the uses of the 

loan and sumit the paperwork, we are eligible for 

total forgiveness.  Thanks to Cathy Racz, our 

treasurer, for her oversight of this matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Looking for  

An Easy Way 

to Support YOUR Church? 

 

Then participate in the Cash for Causes program. 

It is simply easy, and it only costs you the time it 

takes to see Heidi Neff and purchase a cash card. 

No EXTRA money!! 

 

Your $100 gets you a full-value 

$100 card - 

(church gets a %) 

 

We have cards available for: 

Stop and Shop 

Big Y 

ShopRite 

 

Major Retailers including: 

LL Bean 

TJ Maxx 

HomeGoods 

Home Depot 

Restaurants, grocery stores across the country... 

and many more. 

 

Contact Heidi Neff 

860-354-3177 

to purchase your cards. 

 

There is also an online way to purchase and 

make repeated purchases easy. 



 

 

Pastoral Support 
Always know that I am available to talk by phone 

or email, whatever is most comfortable for you. 

Email: david@roxburychurch.org 

Cell: 203-770-6721 

 

I continue to ask for your prayers. As I have tried 

to be faithful in serving God and you as your 

minister, I find myself dealing with a health issue. 

I have been experiencing double vision. My 

doctors tell me that it is vascular, probably related 

to my higher than normal blood pressure and 

elevated blood sugar levels.  My levels are 

coming down but the double sightedness remains. 

I seem to be getting used to it but I would like for 

it to be resolved. 

 

Thank you!   David 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you 

go.”    Joshua 1:9
 

Leadership Listing 
(All 860- unless noted) 

 
Ministers in the World: The Congregation 

Moderator: Brian Neff, 354-3177   

Clerk: Patricia Fraley, 868-0051  

Treasurer: Cathy Racz, 799-0180 

Collector: Heidi Neff 354-3177 

Deacons: Michael Wilcox 354-8821 

Trustees: Charlie Meade, 354-1274 

Stewardship: Colby Kalisher, 355-8012 

Missions: Barbara Biafore,799-6501 

Fellowship: Jeanne Steers, 354-7484 

Pastoral Relations:  Colby Kalisher 355-8012 

 

 

Men’s Group: Charlie Stauffacher 354-1274 

Youth Group: Barb Cover, (203) 788-5823 

Historian: Dale Pinchbeck, 355-4297       

Librarian: Joan Temple, 350-0529 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Nancy Glover ,  

                                        355 -1978                        

Minister of Music: Sandra Kleisner, 868-9040 

Custodian: Bruce Rossiter  

Pastor: The Rev. David F. Peters,    

        office: 355-1978     home:  355-8830  

          david@roxburychurch.org 

 
  

mailto:david@roxburychurch.org
mailto:david@roxburychurch.org


 

 

Roxbury Congregational Church, UCC        

24 Church Street           

Roxbury, CT 06783                     

                       

Address Service Requested 
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NEWSLETTER – JUNE 2020 

 

Online Worship – Sundays 10:30 a.m. online 

See our website! 

 

“We Are A Community Seeking To Share God’s Love!” 

No Matter Who You Are, or Where You Are On Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

mailto:office@roxbury
http://www.roxburychurch.org/
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